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Press release no. 48/2018

EIMA: solidarity, non-profit organization CEFA presented the Africa Hand Project in Mozambique
According to Mozambican government sources, 44% of children in the African country suffer from malnutrition. But poverty can be defeated by helping women to become agricultural entrepreneurs. This is the aim of the Africa Hand Project, the project for the development of sustainable agriculture created by the non-profit organization CEFA and presented today at EIMA, the international exhibition of agricultural machinery.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Concrete solidarity through the provision of training and services to women farmers in Mozambique, so that they may become small businesswomen able to free themselves from poverty and ensure a future for their children. This is the aim of the Africa Hand Project in which the non-profit organization CEFA in Mozambique is helping local growers to develop self-entrepreneurship. According to government sources, in this African country 44% of children under the age of five suffer from malnutrition. This tragedy can be countered by providing their mothers with tools for the development of agriculture. This project was presented this morning at EIMA, the international exhibition of agricultural machinery, by the president of CEFA Raoul Mosconi and the president of the FederUnacoma industry association Alessandro Malavolti. "Agriculture is still the first sector in which to fight poverty," said the president of the association Alessandro Malavolti. "Africa - continued Malavolti - is suffering from a gap: it only owns 2% of the world's tractor fleet. In a scenario characterized by an agriculture that is still too manual, we must exercise humility and bring advanced but simple agricultural machinery. And we must teach the population to cultivate, to sow, to fertilize to harvest, reasoning on an agriculture of proximity and making sure that they, the African farmers, are the ones taking the road of self-development". Africa Hand Project is aimed at several African countries. In Mozambique it mainly concerns women and focuses mainly on the growth of a milk supply chain, in collaboration with various entrepreneurial companies such as the Emilian giant Granarolo. "Our goal - explained CEFA president Raoul Mosconi - is to promote the development of a sustainable economy in Mozambique, which is characterized by extreme poverty, through a primary sector such as that of agriculture". The project involves remote adoptions of breeders, with a contribution of 150 euros per year. This sum allows Mozambican farmers to buy a cow and take appropriate training to start the production and sale of milk, activating a chain that allows to contribute to the development of the entire territory. Africa Hand Project received an award at the Milan Expo.     
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